
S nce 1986, M nnesota
Advocates for Human Rig
has presented the Annual
Asylum Conference to rec
and train volunteer asylu
attorneys and update imm
tion law practitioners on 
rent asylum practice. The
Asylum Conference has g
a reputation for excellenc
throughout the region, pr
ing local and national exp
in the area of asylum law
practice. The Conference 
as a source of information
volunteer attorneys, imm
tion attorneys and refuge
ice providers throughout 
region. Learn the fundam
of asylum law and the lat
about how the new Depar
of Homeland Security, Bo
Immigration Appeals rest
turing, and other immigr

MINNESOTA ADVOCATES FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS builds on our 

community’s unique spirit of social

justice to work locally, nationally and

internationally in the human rights

movement.  We investigate and work

to overcome human rights violations;

represent recent immigrants and

refugees who are human rights 

victims; train and assist groups that

protect human rights, and work

through education and advocacy to

engage the public, policy makers and

children in dialogue about human

rights, tolerance, and international

cooperation.

OTHER UPCOMING MIINNESOTA

ADVOCATES EVENTS

June 16: Human Rights Awards Dinner
The Depot, Downtown Minneapolis
Tickets $150

June 18: Human Rights Law & Policy
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Dorsey & Whitney, Minneapolis
CLE Registration Fee $100

For ticket or registration information please
visit Minnesota Advocates website at
www.mnadvocates.org or call 612.341.3302.

P R O G R A M

8 – 8:30 a.m. Registration

8:30 – 9 a.m. The New Alphabet Soup: Navigating Today's Immigration Agencies
Loan Huynh, Immigration Attorney, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

9 – 10:30 a.m. Asylum Law Basics for Complex Cases: Advocating in Gender-Based
Asylum Claims and Beyond
Stephen Knight, Coordinating Attorney, Center for Gender & Refugee
Studies at the University of California, Hastings College of the Law
Audrey Carr, Immigration Attorney, Michael H. Davis Law Office

10:30 – 10:45 a.m. Break 

10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Preparing the Case: Red Flags for the Asylum Attorney
Karen Ellingson, Immigration Attorney & Adjunct Professor of Law,
University of Minnesota Law School Immigration Clinic

11:45 – 12:30 p.m. Practice Before the Asylum Office
Gregory Guckenberger, Supervisory Asylum Officer, Chicago Asylum
Office, U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break & Viewing of Chasing Freedom
How can one person make a difference in a human rights crisis? How 
can you? Find out with Active Voice’s educational campaign for Court 
T.V.’s Chasing Freedom, an original drama based on the true story of 
one persecuted Afghan woman’s plea for asylum and freedom in the 
United States.

1:30 – 2:15 p.m. The Next Steps:  Work Permits, Family Unification, and Permanent 
Residence for the Asylee
Elizabeth Streefland, Immigration Attorney, Streefland Law Firm

2:15 – 3:15 p.m. Appeals Updates:  Recent Asylum Decisions from the Board of Immigration 
Appeals and the Eighth Circuit
Mark Frey, Immigration Attorney, Frey Law Office
Riddhi Jani, Immigration Attorney, Blackwell Igbanugo, P.A.

3:15 – 3:30 p.m. Break

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Immigration Court Practice: Trial Tactics for the Pro Bono Asylum Attorney
Kristin Olmanson, U.S. Immigration Judge, Executive Office for 

Immigration Review
Terry Louie, Assistant Chief Counsel, U.S. Immigration & Customs 

Enforcement
Mark Lee, Pro Bono Asylum Attorney, Maslon, Edelman, Borman & Brand
Moderator: Steven Thal, Immigration Attorney, Law Office of 

Steven C. Thal 

1 9 T H  A N N U A L  

ASYLUM CONFERENCE 
F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  4 ,  2 0 0 4  ·  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Dorsey & Whitney L.L.P., 50 South Sixth Street, 15th Floor, Minneapolis, MN

SINCE 1986, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights has 
presented the Annual Asylum Conference to recruit and train 

volunteer asylum attorneys and update immigration law practitioners
on current developments in asylum law. Through a trained pro bono
panel of over 300 lawyers from all areas of practice, Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights represents hundreds of asylum seekers
annually. The Asylum Conference has gained a reputation for excellence,
presenting local and national experts in the area of asylum law and
practice. Attorneys handling an asylum case pro bono, immigration
lawyers and paralegals, and refugee service providers will learn the
fundamentals of asylum law and procedure, together with the latest
information about gender-based asylum claims, the Department of
Homeland Security, and current asylum case law.

Join us for the 2004 Asylum Conference, as we focus on the evolving
area of gender-based asylum law to teach the fundamentals of asylum
practice.  Learn the essentials of asylum law - from filing the asylum
application to preparing for the hearing.

Fee: $150, $25 materials only · Register By: June 1, 2004 · CLE: credit to be applied for.

For directions or more information visit www.mnadvocates.org

Lunch will be available for purchase the day of the Conference.

Refund & Cancellation: All cancellations will be charged a $25 administration fee. Paid
registrants who do not cancel, yet fail to attend, will receive the written materials.

Support of the Refugee & Immigrant Program Provided By: Federal Bar Foundation, Ingber
& Aronson Immigration Law Firm Foundation, Hennepin County Bar Foundation, Lawyer
Trust Account Board, Legal Services Advisory Committee, Lutheran Immigrant &
Refugee Services, Minnesota State Bar Foundation, Office of Refugee Resettlement,
Ramsey County Bar Foundation, Thorpe Family Foundation, and United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture.

Support of the Annual Asylum Conference Provided By: Dorsey & Whitney, L.L.P.;
Fredrikson & Byron, PA; Leonard Street and Deinard; Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, L.L.P.



ASYLUM CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

❍ I will attend ............................................$150

❍ I will attend and am an employee of a 
non-profit organization ............................$75

❍ I will attend and am currently 
enrolled as a student ...............................$25

❍ I cannot attend. Please send me the 
conference materials................................$20

❍ I cannot attend but would like to make
a contribution of $

NAME

FIRM/NON-PROFIT/LAW SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

FAX

EMAIL ADDRESS

Method of Payment :

❍ Check (please make payable to MAHR)

❍ Visa

❍ MasterCard

CREDIT CARD # EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE

CLE: credit to be applied for.

PLEASE RETURN TO:
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
650 Third Avenue South, Suite 550
Minneapolis, MN  55402 • Fax: (612) 341-2971

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:  
Amy Beier
abeier@mnadvocates.org, (612) 341-3302 ext. 118
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Since 1986, Minnesota Advocates for Human 

has presented the Annual Asylum Conference 

recruit and train volunteer asylum attorneys a

update immigration law practitioners on curre

lum practice. The Asylum Conference has gai

reputation for excellence throughout the regio

senting local and national experts in the area 

lum law and practice. The Conference serves 

source of information to volunteer attorneys, 

gration attorneys and refugee service provider

throughout the region. Learn the fundamenta

asylum law and the latest about how the new

Department of Homeland Security, Board of

Immigration Appeals restructuring, and other

gration law changes affect asylum practice.

Asylum
Conference

F R I D AY,  J U N E  4 ,  2 0 0 4

M I N N E S O T A  A D V O C A T E S  F O R  H U M A N  R I G H T S


