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 ANNUAL 

ASYLUM 

CONFERENCE 
 

June 1, 2007 

 

 

 

 
U.S. Bank Plaza 

200 South Sixth Street 

Suite 4000 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
6.5 CLE credits to be applied for.  

 

www.mnadvocates.org 

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights 

provides free legal representation  

to indigent asylum seekers in the  

Upper Midwest.   

Our trained pro bono panel, supported by 

expert staff and experienced mentors, 

provides thousands of dollars in  

free legal services each year to protect 

people from gross human rights violations 

around the world. 

 

Who Should Attend the  

Asylum Conference? 

With two tracks, the Asylum Conference 

is essential for everyone  

who handles asylum cases. 

 

The Basics Track provides comprehensive 

training to people representing asylum 

seekers for the first time. People consid-

ering becoming a volunteer or who have 

recently taken their first case are 

strongly encouraged to attend. 

 

Designed for experienced volunteers  

and immigration practitioners,  

the Beyond the Basics Track will provide 

an update on up-to-the-minute  

developments in the field. 

 

Learn the basics or update your  

expertise with training from experienced 

immigration practitioners and officials 

from the Board of Immigration Appeals, 

the Bloomington Immigration Court,  

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 

and the Chicago Asylum Office. 



  

Scott Baniecke* (Office of Detention and Re-

moval), Benjamin Casper (Attorney at Law), 
Immigration Judge Joseph Dierkes, Paula 

Duthoy (Attorney at Law), Karen Ellingson 
(Attorney at Law), Robert J. Gilbertson 

(Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.), Alan 

Goldfarb (Davis and Goldfarb, PLLC), Emily 

Good (Minnesota Advocates for Human 
Rights), Kevin Lashus (Attorney at Law), As-

sistant Chief Counsel Terry Louie

(Department of Homeland Security), Kenneth 

Madsen (Director, Chicago Asylum Office), 
Michele Garnett McKenzie (Minnesota Advo-

cates for Human Rights), Lynn Mershon 

(Behavioral Interventions), Nancy Peterson 

(Attorney at Law), Assistant Chief Counsel 
Daniel Pornschloegl (Department of Home-

land Security), Paschal Nwokocha (Attorney 
at Law), Immigration Judge Kristin Olman-

son, Acting Chairman Juan P. Osuna (Board 
of Immigration Appeals), Malinda Schmiechen 

(Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights), 
Dinesh Shenoy (Aronson & Associates), Ste-

ven C. Thal (Attoney at Law). 

CONFERENCE FACULTY 

NAME 

FIRM/NON-PROFIT/LAW SCHOOL 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

PHONE 

FAX 

EMAIL ADDRESS ◌◌◌◌ Please add me to your events listserv. 

Register by:  May 25, 2007 

Registration:  $125 x # _______ = $ ________  

Materials only:  $30 x # _______= $ ________  

Additional Donation Amount: $ ___________  

Total Payment Amount: $________________  

Method of Payment: ◌◌◌◌ Check (payable to Minnesota Advocates) ◌◌◌◌ Visa ◌◌◌◌ Mastercard 

CREDIT CARD #  EXP. DATE 

SIGNATURE 

Support for the Asylum Conference provided by:  

Fredrikson & Byron, PA; Maslon, Edelman, Borman 

& Brand, LLP; Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP.   

Support for the Refugee & Immigrant Program is 

provided by: Federal Bar Foundation, Hennepin 

County Bar Foundation, Aronson & Associates Immi-

gration Law Firm Foundation, Lawyer Trust Account 

Board, Legal Services Advisory Committee, Lu-

theran Immigrant & Refugee Service, Minnesota 

State Bar Foundation, Ramsey County Bar Founda-

tion, Thorpe Family Foundation, and UN Voluntary 

Fund for Victims of Torture.  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE ASYLUM CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

8:15—9:00 Registration 

TRACK 1: The Basics 
9:00—9:30 Taking a Pro Bono Asylum Case  
 (Robert J. Gilbertson, Malinda  
 Schmiechen)  
9:30—10:45 The ABCs of Asylum Law 

 (Michele Garnett McKenzie) 
10:45—11:00 Break 
11:00—12:00 Preparing the Winning Asylum  

 Case (Paula Duthoy, Nancy 
 Peterson, mod. Alan Goldfarb) 

TRACK 2: Beyond the Basics 
9:00—10:00 Asylum and the Material 

 Support of Terrorism Bar 
 (Emily Good, Kevin Lashus) 
10:00—10:45 Asylum in the Federal Courts  

 (Benjamin Casper) 
10:45—11:00 Break 
11:00—12:00 Asylum Update from the Board  

 of Immigration Appeals 
 (Acting Chairman Juan P. Osuna) 

12:00—1:00 Lunch Break 

1:00—1:45 Update from the Chicago 

 Asylum Office (Director Kenneth  
 Madsen, mod. Steven C. Thal) 
1:45—3:15 Proving the Asylum Case in  

 Court (Immigration Judge 
 Joseph Dierkes, Karen Ellingson,  
 Terry Louie, mod. Dinesh  
 Shenoy) 

3:15—3:30 Break 

3:30—4:30 Detention: Custody, Bond, &  

 Alternatives to Detention  

 (Scott Baniecke* Lynn Mershon,  
 Paschal Nwokocha, Immigration  
 Judge Kristin Olmanson, Daniel  
 Pornschloegl, mod. Dinesh  
 Shenoy) 

REFUGEE & IMMIGRANT PROGRAM 
SUPPORTERS 


