
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights’ 

Sixteenth Annual Asylum training seminar—

recognized as one of the finest asylum training 

programs in the country—brings together 

representatives from the Immigration and 

Naturalization Service (INS), the Executive 

Office for Immigration Review, academia, and 

the immigration bar to cover basic and ad-

vanced asylum law and procedures. This year, 

Juan P. Osuna from the Board of Immigra-

tion Appeals will be a speaker. A represen-

tative from the Immigration and Naturaliza-

tion Service’s Office of General Counsel has 

also been invited. The conference will address 

cutting-edge issues in asylum law, including 

updates on the new social group regulations. 

Track 1 will cover the basics of applying for 

asylum, including tips on completing an asy-

lum application and preparing the client for the asylum 

officer interview. Track 2 will feature sessions on ap-

pellate procedure and recent BIA asylum decisions. 

New this year is a special training for paralegals. Con-

ference participants will also have the opportunity to 

observe a mock INS asylum interview and a mock 

Immigration Court asylum hearing. The Asylum Con-

ference provides a complete training in handling asy-

lum claims, and serves as a recruiting and training tool 

for those interested in handling asylum cases. 

 

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights’ 

Refugee & Asylum Project provides legal 

representation to more than 900 indigent 

individuals and families annually with the help 

of 350 volunteers.  The Project’s clients have 

fled persecution and are in danger of deten-

tion, torture and death if forced to return 

home.  A pro bono attorney is often the differ-

ence between life and death for our clients. 
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7:45-8:00 Registration and Coffee 

8:00-8:15 Welcome and Overview 

8:15-8:30 International Refugee Law 

8:30-9:15 Preparing an Asylum Case:

  Law and Procedure 

9:15-10:15 Preparing an Asylum Case:

  An Advocate’s Perspective 

10:15-10:30 Break 

10:30-11:30 Mock Asylum Interview 

11:30-1:00 Lunch: (optional) Viewing and 

  Discussion of film  

  “Abandoned” 

1:00-1:15 Take a Pro Bono Case and 

  Demonstration of probono.net 

1:15-2:00 Breakout Session 1 
▪Immigration Law Primer 
▪INS Detention Monitoring 

  ▪Refugees’ Social Service 

  Needs  

2:00-2:45 Breakout Session 2 
▪Representing Detained 

  Asylum Seekers 
▪Working with Torture Victims 

  ▪Paralegal Training  

2:45-3:00 Break 

3:00-4:00 Mock Removal Hearing 

4:00-5:00 Representing a Client in 

  Removal Proceedings 

p l e a s e  r e t u r n  t o :  

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights 
310 Fourth Avenue, Suite 1000 

Minneapolis MN 55415 
Fax: (612) 341-2971 

 
For Information Contact:  Peder Nestingen 

pnestingen@mnadvocates.org 
(612) 341-3302 ext. 118 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  

I will attend but cannot take a pro bono case 

I will attend and have a pro bono case 

I will attend and am a paralegal or a staff 
member at a non-profit organization   

I will attend and am currently a law student 

I will not attend but would like the 
conference materials sent to me 

Total 

$200 

$50 

$25 

$25 

Master Card 

Visa 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check  (please make payable to MAHR) 

Name 

Firm/Non-Profit/Law School 

Work Address 

 

Work Phone 

Work Email Address 

I am planning to attend: 

Track 1: Asylum Basics 

Track 2: Advanced Procedure 

t r a c k  1  

a s y l u m  b a s i c s  
t r a c k  2  

a d v a n c e d  p r o c e d u r e  

7:45-8:00 Registration and Coffee 

8:00-8:15 Welcome and Overview 

8:15-9:15 Appellate Procedure Before 

  the BIA 

9:15-10:15 Recent BIA Asylum Decisions 

10:15-10:30   Break 

10:30-11:30 New Asylum and Social Group 

  Regulations 

11:30-1:00 Lunch: (optional) Viewing and 

  Discussion of film  

  “Abandoned” 

1:00-1:15 Take a Pro Bono Case and 

  Demonstration of probono.net 

1:15-2:00 Breakout Session 1 
▪Immigration Law Primer 
▪INS Detention Monitoring 

  ▪Refugees’ Social Service 

  Needs  

2:00-2:45 Breakout Session 2 
▪Representing Detained 

  Asylum Seekers 
▪Working with Torture Victims 

  ▪Paralegal Training  

2:45-3:00 Break 

3:30-4:00 Mock Removal Hearing 

4:00-5:00 Representing a Client in 

  Removal Proceedings 

I will attend and will take a pro bono case $100 

$100 

American Express 


