18th Annual Asylum Conference 
Friday, June 06, 2003
Since 1986, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights has presented the Annual Asylum Conference to recruit and train volunteer asylum attorneys and update immigration law practitioners on current asylum practice.  The Asylum Conference has gained a reputation for excellence throughout the region, presenting local and national experts in the area of asylum law and practice.  The Conference serves as a source of information to volunteer attorneys, immigration attorneys and refugee service providers throughout the region.  

 

Learn the fundamentals of asylum law and the latest about how the new Department of Homeland Security, Board of Immigration Appeals restructuring, and other immigration law changes affect asylum practice.

 

Program At-A-Glance
· Representing Asylum Seekers in Today's America 
*Kareem W. Shora, JD, LL.M.
Legal Advisor
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)
· Making the Change from INS to the Department of Homeland Security - Update on the Transition

· Do's and Don'ts - Red Flags for the Asylum Attorney
Karen Ellingson
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota and Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Minnesota

· Fundamentals of Asylum Law and Practice
Mark Silverman, Immigrant Legal Resource Center, San Francisco
Audrey Carr, Minneapolis
*Robert Esbrook, Director, Chicago Asylum Office 

· Immigration Court Practice: Trial Tactics for the Asylum Attorney
Michael H. Davis, Minneapolis
Mark Silverman, Immigrant Legal Resource Center, San Francisco
*Joseph R. Dierkes, U.S. Immigration Judge, Bloomington, MN
*Richard Soli, INS District Counsel, Bloomington, MN

· Board of Immigration Appeals Practice 
Cecelia Espenoza, Member, Board of Immigration Appeals
Steven Thal, Minnetonka, MN

· Federal Court Practice: The Very Basics for the Asylum Attorney
Edmundo Lijo, Minneapolis
*denotes invited speaker
 Link to the Immigrant Legal Resource Center at www.ilrc.org
 
